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great the difficulties of the plan suggested in 1883, that
in the following year Earl Granville added to his former
suggestions one which altered their whole character. In
June 1884 he proposed the neutralization of the whole
of Egypt1, and in the negotiations between the powers
which took place at Paris in the spring of the present
year, it was understood that Great Britain was desirous
of some such arrangement. Nothing has at present
been settled, and we are, therefore, free to consider
whether this new proposal is better calculated than the
former plan to attain the ends we have in view.

Undoubtedly if Egypt could be placed under
European Government, or if the Egyptians could
suddenly be endowed with the patriotism and capacity
for affairs which distinguishes the people of Belgium and
Switzerland, there would be some chance of a successful
issue to the experiment of neutralization. But with a
weak Tewfik or an extravagant Ismail ruling over a
miscellaneous population of hereditary serfs, corrupt
officials, shifting nomads and foreign adventurers, he
must be a remarkably sanguine man who would venture
to predict anything but disastrous failure. European.
Government is not possible under existing circum-
stances. The country must remain under Oriental
rulers; and though some simplification of the present
complicated and unwieldy administrative system might
possibly be effected, yet it is hardly likely that such a
clean sweep of it could be made as would take away
from the Western States all right of interference in the
internal affairs of Egypt. Either their subjects must be
exempt from the local jurisdiction, or the judicial system

1 Earl Granville to M. Waddington.   Egypt, No. 235 1884.